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Press release no. 43/2018

EIMA: environment, the spending by Italian cities for public parks still too low
Cities are responsible for 70% of the emissions of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Plants can absorb 20 to 50 kilos of carbon dioxide in a year, making them a powerful ally against pollution, but the spending of municipalities for urban green areas is still too low, amounting to 60 cents per square metre. At the 43rd edition of EIMA, Asproflor, the association of flower growers takes stock of the situation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]90% of the world's population breathes polluted air. According to the World Health Organization, smog is responsible for the death of 7 million people a year, with a global social cost calculated at 1,700 billion dollars. These dramatic numbers are also found in Italy, with 90 thousand deaths per year, 66 thousand of which caused by fine particles. Plants can absorb 20 to 50 kilos of carbon dioxide in a year, making them a powerful ally against pollution, but public investment in urban green spaces is still very low. The expenditure of Municipalities amounts to 60 cents per square metre, and 96 provincial capital cities, out of a total of 116, have less than 5% of public green space out of their total municipal surface area. Moreover, only 11 have a green plan or regulation. Today at EIMA, the international exhibition of agricultural machinery in Bologna, Asproflor, association of flower growers, sounds the alarm during the conference "The well-being of colours in city parks". The conference was attended by CNR researchers who took stock of the scientific research on the subject. It is provven, for example, that a green area in front of a hospital reduces the duration of admissions by 20%. It is now widely established that cities are the main culprti for greenhouse gas emission into the atmosphere: 70% of the total. For this reason, Asproflor promotes several awareness initiatives. "Green are not a cost, but a generator of wealth: it lowers health spending and energy expenditure", says Sergio Ferraro, vice president of the association, who believes the private sector must be encouraged to regenerate public green spaces in exchange for tax exemptions. The Comuni Fioriti project was born to create green lungs in urban areas, promoted by Asproflor to stimulate redevelopment in small and large cities. And initiatives to increase the surface area of ​​green spaces are multiplying. An answer can come from hanging gardens, as noted by experts who have always participated in two round tables on vertical green and hanging green and on landscape management in urban areas promoted by the BioHabitat Foundation and implemented within the EIMA MiA and EIMA Green exhibitions. Many examples come from abroad: the City of Stuttgart has encouraged the construction of roof gardens, in Singapore a hospital was built covered with greenery. In Italy too, however, the same concept of smart cities is being reviewed, based on a new focus on the environment and urban green spaces. From the second post-war period to today - explained the designers of the two round tables - the only Italian region that has maintained its landscape heritage is Trentino Alto Adige. And every day in Italy 70 hectares of land are consumed. This condition requires an integrated strategy, between modern urban planning, an increase in green areas, efficient public transport, and 100% sorted waste collection. 
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